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Fitzgerald Public Schools to Provide Google Chromebooks to 

Every Student 
Teachers receive training on incorporating Google technology into classroom instruction 

 
WARREN, Mich. — Students at Fitzgerald Public Schools will receive cutting-edge technology 
tools under a plan to provide Google Chromebook laptops to every student in the district. Teachers 
received a day-long training in using and incorporating these technologies for more effective 
classroom instruction during a professional development day Tuesday. 
 
“Fitzgerald Public Schools is ahead of the curve in developing a new classroom instructional 
technology plan that will give students the education they need to compete for jobs globally,” said 
Barbara VanSweden, superintendent of Fitzgerald Public Schools. “Student learning and 
information retention skyrockets when you take students beyond textbooks and rote memorization 
and adopt a more student-centered approach to teaching that focuses on problem-solving and 
discovery of information.” 
 
The 1:1 technology initiative is a multi-year plan that began this spring with 2nd and 3rd grades. 
Each classroom in these grades has been equipped with carts of Google Chromebooks for students 
to use throughout the school day. The district will continue to add additional Chromebook 
technology to new grade levels each year until every classroom has been equipped. 
 
FPS teachers received classroom instructional technology training during their professional 
development day on Tuesday and will continue similar trainings as the plan’s implementation 
expands.  
 
The comprehensive plan has multiple components, including: 
 

• A 1:1 classroom technology initiative that will allow for all students to have access to a 
Google Chromebook during instructional time 

• Transitioning district staff from Microsoft Windows based applications to the Google For 
Education platform to mirror the current student-based system being used at various grade 
levels 

• The streamlining of district initiatives, including the incorporation of a K-12 assessment tool 
for increased compatibility and reduced time spent on assessments 

• Ongoing technology trainings for teachers and students 
 
Additionally, FPS will be piloting a new online assessment this spring for students in grades K-3.  



 
The pilot assessment is funded through a Michigan Department of Education grant to provide 
increased literacy skills to lower elementary students. The STAR 360 assessment tool is fully 
computer adaptive, which reduces testing time for students. This assessment tool will replace the 
variety of in-district assessment tools that are currently used at each level, thus allowing 
for student/parent familiarity as grade level transitions take place.  
 
“Districts around the world are exploring interactive and engaging learning spaces that foster better 
learning in addition to traditional classroom learning,” VanSweden said. “At Fitzgerald Public 
Schools, we are extremely excited about the potential of using cutting-edge technology to reach 
students in new ways and foster better academic success.” 
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