
Parent Email: Schofield Elementary  

Subject:  

Dear Fitzgerald families,  

I wanted to update you on some exciting news for our Fitzgerald Public Schools family.  As you may 
recall from earlier messages, our district is growing and we face the unique opportunity of needing 
more space for our students. The school board asked me to research ways to accommodate our 
growing family and also ensure greater achievement for every student. After many conversations and 
much research, I recommended two steps to accomplish the goal. The board unanimously approved 
the plans last night.  

First, the board approved the recommendation to reopen Schofield Elementary as an early 
childhood center. The additional space will meet our needs for the immediate future. Second, the 
board approved a grade reconfiguration for our elementary students. When our discussions about 
space needs began, the board directed me to research if grade realignment would be good for our 
students and families. After much research, I presented my findings to the board that we would 
benefit from a reconfiguration. The board agreed and voted to move forward with the plan. They 
concluded that our small size and short distance between all of our elementary buildings makes us an 
ideal district for the proposed structure. The configuration will be early childhood (preschool and 
kindergarten) at Schofield, middle childhood (grades 1-3) at Westview, and upper elementary  
(grades 4-5) at Mound Park.  

This alignment will allow for every aspect of instruction within each building to be tailored to a 
specific developmental stage. This total alignment will boost student growth. In addition, this 
alignment builds on our sense of community. The reorganization allows children the opportunity to 
go all the way through their education together with all of the children in their grade. Students who 
have been at Fitzgerald from day one tell us this is important to them because it creates deep 
friendships and a sense of belonging. Also, districts that already use this grade configuration report 
fewer bumps in the transition from elementary to middle school.  

Our focus in the weeks ahead turns to transportation, staffing and building preparations. Please look 
for more information soon as we finalize plans. We will do our utmost to ensure a smooth traffic 
flow for families with children in more than one building.  

On behalf of the board, thank you for entrusting us with your children. We wouldn’t be growing if it 
weren’t for you. Thank you for making the Fitzgerald family your family.  

As always, feel free to contact me at (586) 757-1750 or by email at barvan@myfitz.net.  

Warm regards,  

Barbara VanSweden  
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