
Subject: Fitzgerald is growing! FPS School Board explores options to accommodate increasing 
enrollment 

Dear Fitzgerald families,  

I want to extend a wholehearted thank you for entrusting your children to Fitzgerald Public Schools. 
It is an honor to be your superintendent, and I am delighted to go to work everyday to make sure all 
of our students reach their potential in a caring, safe environment.  

I am writing to you today because we are a district on the rise, and we are on the rise because of you. 
Because you have chosen Fitzgerald Public Schools for your children, we are growing. We are one of 
only two districts in Macomb County to grow this school year and we are poised for more growth. 
The best news for Fitzgerald is that families are choosing us from the start of their children’s 
education. Last year we saw 30 more kindergarteners than we expected. In planning for next school 
year, we already anticipate another additional 25 students. We have also seen year-upon-year growth 
in our other elementary grades. This is very good news because we know that once we get families 
into our schools, they stay because their children are happy and thriving here.  

Because of robust growth, the board asked me earlier this school year to thoroughly research our 
options for more space for our elementary classes and also look at ways we could increase 
achievement. My thorough research and many conversations with staff and parents has led me to 
make two recommendations. First, I recommend that we re-open Schofield Elementary. The 
building is in good repair. Re-opening it will require minimal increased costs to the district.  

I am also recommending that we realign our elementary grades by building. After talking with other 
districts and looking at the research, I believe our small size and short distance between our 
elementary buildings makes us an ideal district to see student growth from a grade reconfiguration.  
The configuration would be early childhood (preschool through kindergarten), middle childhood 
(grades 1-3), and pre-adolescent (grades 4-5). The configuration will allow the teachers in each 
building to focus intently on one developmental stage and gear everything in that building toward 
that stage. In addition to boosting academic success, the configuration will also have an impact on 
the great sense of family we have at Fitzgerald. Students who begin here will go all the way through 
their education with the same children.  

I encourage you to attend a community meeting that I will announce in another email in the days 
ahead. As always, feel free to contact me at (586) 757-1750 or by email at barvan@myfitz.net. The 
board will vote on the matter on April 13.  

Warm regards,  

Barbara VanSweden  
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