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Holiday shopping event supports 
Fitzgerald study abroad trip to China 

Nov. 30 fundraiser will help eight students defray cost of spring 2018 travel 
 

WARREN, Mich. – Fitzgerald Public Schools will host a holiday shopping event featuring 
products from a wide range of vendors on Nov. 30. The event will support eight students in their 
efforts attend a study-abroad trip to China in the spring. 
 
The fundraiser is 5-8 p.m. in the multipurpose room at the Fitzgerald High School Automotive 
and Pre-Engineering Technology Institute, 23200 Ryan Road. For a $2 admission fee, shoppers 
can browse jewelry, clothing, lotions, cosmetics, candles and handcrafted items. Vendors include 
LuLaRoe, Premier Designs, Posh, Origami Owl, Pampered Chef, PartyLite, Younique, Lipsense, 
Tiffany's Tutus and Tees, and Kristie's String Art. 
 
Three middle school students and five high school students who are learning Chinese language will 
travel to China from March 24 to April 4. Fitzgerald students have been traveling to China since 
Superintendent Barbara VanSweden forged a partnership with a school in China in 2011 to give 
students a chance at cross-cultural learning. 
 
“Some of our students have been learning the language for two years and one of our students has 
been taking Chinese for six years,” said Katie VanGorder, Chinese language teacher and trip 
organizer at Fitzgerald. “A successful event would help cover the cost and make this trip a reality for 
some students who have never traveled out of the country before. It’s an eye-opening experience 
and one they will never forget.” 
 
Each student’s family needs about $3,000 for their student to participate, and most families are 
halfway through their fundraising effort. Students will help facilitate the vendor show and sell raffle 
tickets. 
 
For more information about the event, contact VanGorder at (586) 757-7070 or katvan@myfitznet. 
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