
 

 

I hope that each and every member of the Fitzgerald Family had a peaceful and prosperous 

new year.  The Fitzgerald High School Administration and Staff are working hard to continue 

to strive toward excellence and increase student achievement.  Earlier this Fall, it was 

announced that the Michigan Department of Education (MDE) named Fitzgerald High School 

as a “Reward School” under its 2011-2012 Report System. We are proud to say that we are the 

only high school in Macomb County to earn this status. To add to this excitement, FHS has 

also been notified that we have earned a place on the 2012-2013 College Board Honor Roll for 

our building’s success in increasing the percentage of students both enrolling and earning 

passing scores on Advanced Placement (AP) course exams. We are very proud of our students 

for their hard work and accomplishments thus far in the 2012-2013 school year. With this 

being said, the start of the new calendar year has brought with it a renewed sense of 

anticipation and excitement. Many of our students will soon be participating in yearly state 

assessments in March. These assessments (9th grade ACT-PLAN/WorkKeys tests and 10th 

Grade ACT-PLAN test) are great indicators for 9th and 10th grade students which allow both 

students and staff to evaluate how much they have grown throughout the past year.  The March 

assessments are extremely important for the 11th grade students because individual 

performance on the ACT, as well as the Michigan Merit Exam (MME), can mean the 

difference between being admitted to the school of their dreams or having to settle for their 

fourth or fifth choice.  Also on the line are the millions of dollars of scholarship monies that 

are available for students who perform well on the ACT. We wish all of our students the best 

of luck and we hope that you will join us in cheering them on as they prepare for what we 

know will be a successful March! 
  

Finally, we are very excited by the increased opportunities that we have had to invite parents 

and community members into our building. Fitzgerald High School is enjoying our second 

year under the Safe and Supportive Schools Grant which has allowed us to increase our ability 

to reach out and make connections with more individuals than ever before. Keep checking the 

high school website to view upcoming parent and community events. It is our hope that each 

of you join us in at least one event over the next school year to help celebrate our building and 

community. 

  

ON BEHALF OF THE STAFF AT FITZGERALD HIGH SCHOOL, WE LOOK FORWARD TO THE 

REMAINDER OF THE SCHOOL YEAR AND THE OPPORTUNITY TO WORK ALONG SIDE 

EACH OF YOU AS PARTNERS IN BUILDING OUR STUDENTS FUTURE. 

Winter 2013 

District Policies and  

Procedures Available  

Online 

All Board of Education policies 

are available to the community. 

You can visit the district website 

at www.fitz.k12.mi.us and access 

the policies by clicking on 

BOARD OF EDUCATION on 

the main web page. You will then 

be taken to a similar screen with 

an added folder under Board of 

Education that is entitled 

POLICIES. Click on policies and 

you can begin reading about the 

district Board of Education 

Policies that are effective. 

We encourage all community 

members to update themselves 

about the district policies.  

Fitzgerald Parent Connection 

Fitzgerald High School  

23200 Ryan Road Warren MI 48091 

From The Desk of the Principal: 

  Carl Shultz 

 

2nd Trimester Parent Teacher Conferences 
January 31, 2013  

12:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
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S3 ACTIVITIES COMING UP… 

FREE PARENT WORKSHOP 

 

Talking to Teens About Abstinence and Sexuality! 

 

On Tuesday, January 29, 2013, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., Fitzgerald High School will be hosting the nationally 

recognized Talk Early & Talk Often parent workshop in the Tech Building Multi-Purpose room! The two-hour 

workshop is free of charge and will help parents and caregivers of middle and high school youth recognize and use 

opportunities to open the door for conversation and to listen and respond with greater confidence and skill.  

 

Parents are the prime educators of their children. Continued communication at home is vital in helping unprepared 

youth avoid serious consequences of pregnancy, HIV and sexually transmitted diseases. 

 

For nearly a decade, Talk Early & Talk Often has consistently received high praise from parents, educators and 

community leaders. The workshop was developed with support from several state agencies working in the area of teen 

pregnancy prevention. 

 

Parents or caregivers may pre-register for this workshop by calling or emailing: 

 

Sara Sonnenfeld (FHS Teacher and S3 Grant Building Liaison) 

586 757-7070 x1285 

sarson@fps.fitz.k12.mi.us 

 

 

For program information, the media may contact 

Barb Flis, Parent Action for Healthy Kids at 248-538-7786 or 

teto@parentactionforhealthykids.org 

LOITERING PROHIBITED 

 

This is a reminder that students 

are not allowed to loiter in the 

school after 2:45 p.m. Students 

that are involved in after school 

activities must be with the staff 

member assigned. Students 

MAY NOT wait for rides or for 

other students. Arrangements 

for student pick-up must be 

made in advance.  

 

 

PROPERTY LOSS 

 

Fitzgerald Public Schools are 

not responsible for personal 

property losses. Students 

should not bring valuables to 

school, nor should they keep 

anything of great value in 

their lockers or their vehicles.  

STUDENT ID’S 

 

Students must have their ID’s 

around their neck and visible at 

all times,  Students get two ID’s 

free from Fitzgerald High School.  

Any additional ID’s will be $3.00 

a piece.  

mailto:sarson@fps.fitz.k12.mi.us
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Fitzgerald’s Career Center News  
By Tammy Findlay, GCDF  

 
The majority of youth who stay connected to academia and attain degrees and credentials will earn more money in 

their lifetime than youth who do not pursue a vocation, college, or advanced training beyond secondary education.  

Those with a high school diploma alone can earn approximately $250,000 additional dollars over the course of their 

life span than those with no high school diploma.   The Career Center meets with all seniors throughout the school 

year during their senior class meetings.  The Career Center and Fitzgerald seniors have engaged in dialogue that 

involves successful transition into postsecondary education.   Plans of action to achieve their future goals and how to 

implement the plan are openly discussed.  All seniors meet with a FHS career representative to discuss colleges/trade 

schools/military or future work plans; this is done while the student is participating in Career Cruising initiative.  

Making sure all requirements are completed before graduation can be overwhelming.   I would suggest your senior 

making a graduation check list: An example of one is listed below 

 

 Academically on track for graduation 

 Community service completed 

 FAFSA completed 

 Scholarships (searched and applied for) 

 College (visits and applications sent) 

 

If you feel your students check list is incomplete, please have them come to the Career Center which is located in the 

Media Center and set up an appointment.  If you have any questions or concerns regarding financial aid and 

scholarships you may contact me at 586-757-6963. 

 

Your child/children might be eligible for free college!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 
TIP—is tuition Incentive Program that encourages eligible students to complete high school by providing tuition 

assistance for the first two years of college and beyond.  To meet the financial eligibility requirement, a student 

must have (or have had) Medicaid coverage for 24 months within a 36 consecutive-month period as identified by 

the Michigan Department of Human Services (DHS).  TIP provides assistance in two phases in two phases.  Phase I 

covers tuition and mandatory fee charges for eligible students enrolled in an associate degree or certificate program 

at a participating Michigan community college, public university, degree-granting independent college, federal 

tribally-controlled college, or Focus:  HOPE.  Phase II provides a maximum of $2000 total tuition assistance for 

credits earned in a four year program at an inn-state, degree-granting college or university.  For further information 

on this program and other resources that can help pay for college, please visit our website @ www.fitz.k12.mi.us   

under the schools and programs link you will find Fitzgerald High School.  Click on this link and scroll down to 

green box named links and e-mails.  There is a wealth of information for college located within this area. 
 

 

http://www.fitz.k12.mi.us
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Senior & Junior Information 

From the Career Center 
 

SENIORS……… 

 

FAFSA—Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

College Grant Monies—Are you eligible for FREE MONEY FOR COLLEGE? 

Have you requested your PIN Number yet from FAFSA?  Go to the pin website: 

 

http://www.pin.ed.gov/PINWebAPP/pinindex.jsp 

 

YOU NEED A PIN NUMBER BEFORE YOU CAN COMPLETE YOUR APPLICATION  

DON’T FORGET TO FILL OUT SCHOLARSHIPS THERE IS A LIST OF SCHOLARSHIPS ON THE HIGH 

SCHOOL WEB PAGE AND IN THE MEDIA CENTER 

 

 

JUNIORS…. 

 

Did you know that there are many FREE ACT PRACTICE TEST websites that could ready your skills before you 

take this very important test in March 2013? 

 

http://www.learnatest.com/LEL/index.cfm/  Learning Express Library 

http://www.testprepreview.com/  Test Prep Review 

http://www.act-sat-prep.com/loginx.asp?np=/engine/act.asp  ACT-SAT Prep 

 

Take the time to go to these FREE Sites and utilize the free test questions.  You will be more prepared for the real 

thing in March! 

 

Student Dress Code Reminder: 
 

Administration has had numerous 
student dress code referrals over the 

first few weeks of school.   
 

Please be sure students are following 
the FHS Dress Code Policy.   

 
The FHS Dress Code Policy is 

located in both the 2012/2013 Student 
and Parent Handbooks. 

 

 

 

Sign-Up for MailOut! 

 

Fitzgerald Public Schools uses an 

electronic mail program called 

MailOut!  This program allows 

parents, guardians and community 

members to receive district and 

school communications through 

email or text.  Messages will be sent 

directly to you, alerting you of 

school closings, special events and 

other news.  The process to sign-up 

is quick and easy! 

http://www.pin.ed.gov/PINWebAPP/pinindex.jsp
http://www.learnatest.com/LEL/index.cfm/
http://www.testprepreview.com/
http://www.act-sat-prep.com/loginx.asp?np=/engine/act.asp
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From the Fitzgerald Health Center: 
 

 

Protect Yourself Against the Flu 
 

Here are some helpful tips to protect yourself and others against the flu: 

 

 Get a flu shot. 

 

 Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing or sneezing to stop the spread of germs.  Throw away 

the tissue immediately.  If you don’t have a tissue, cough or sneeze into your upper sleeve, not your hands. 

 

 Be mindful about touching your eyes, nose and mouth.  Germs are often spread when a person touches 

something that is contaminated with germs and then touches his or her eyes, mouth or nose.  If possible, use a 

tissue or wash your hands before touching these areas. 

 

 Wash your hands, or use hand sanitizer, frequently, especially after coughing or sneezing. 

 

If you are ill with flu-like symptoms, stay home from work, school, day-care centers or other crowded areas.  

Symptoms include fever, headache, body aches, fatigue, sore throat and dry cough, and runny or stuff nose.  Drink 

plenty of liquids and get enough rest. 

 

*The Fitzgerald Health Center is available to all students in the district between the ages of 10 through 21.  We can also 

provide assistance with obtaining Medicaid/MIChild/Healthy Kids insurance through online applications. 

The Health Center is open 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. weekdays.  The phone number is (586) 759-9070. 

 

 

ATTENDANCE/EARLY PICK UP 

 

We would like to remind all students and their families 

that regular attendance is necessary if success in school 

is to be achieved.  Every absence, even part of a day, 

interferes with your child’s education.  The school day 

does not end until 2:33 pm and any time that a student 

is signed-out early it interferes with their learning.   If 

possible, please try to schedule all appointments for the 

after school hours.  This may be difficult to 

accomplish, however, please make every effort to do 

so.  Each early pick up is a disruption into the 

classroom that your child is called out of.  We do 

realize there may be an occasional emergency or 

doctor appointment in which case you will sign your 

student out in the high school attendance office. 

 

If your child is going to be absent, please call the 24 

hour absence tape at 586-758-0875 to inform the 

school so that he/she can be marked excused for the 

day. 

ATTENDANCE (ABSENCE) 

PROCEDURE 

 

Student attendance is very important.  Parents are to 

report all student absences by telephone 586-758-0875 

(24 hour tape) on or before the day of absence.  If that 

is not possible, a note must be sent within 48 hours 

of the student’s return.  Absences reported in 

accordance with this procedure will be considered 

excused.  Absences not reported will be considered 

unexcused.   

 

All student absences must be accounted for.  Students 

must check in and out with the attendance office as 

follows: 

 Students are instructed never to leave school 

without first checking out.  Failure to follow 

this procedure shall result in disciplinary 

action. 

 The Attendance Office must receive a phone 

call or note prior to the student leaving 



 

 

Important Fitzgerald High School Dates 
 

January 

 7 Classes Resume From Holiday Break 

 11 Financial Aid Night – 7:00 p.m. – Auditorium 

 21 No School For Students: Professional Development 

 25 End of 2nd Trimester Interim Period 

 30 PLC Day - 1:03 p.m. dismissal 

 31 11:35 a.m. dismissal – Parent/Teacher Conferences 

 

February 

 15 11:35 a.m. dismissal 

 18 Mid-Winter Break Begins 

 25 Classes Resume From Mid-Winter Break 

 27 PLC Day - 1:03 p.m. dismissal 

 

March 

 5 ACT (Juniors Only) 

 6 WorkKeys (11th Grade)/PLAN (9th /10th Grade) 

 7 MME (11th Grade)/WorkKeys (9th Grade) 

 13 PLC Day - 1:03 p.m. dismissal 

 14 Final Exams – Hours 1-3 

  12:10 p.m. dismissal 

  15  Final Exams – Hours 4-5 

  10:35 a.m. dismissal  

  END OF 2ND  TRIMESTER 

  18 Third Trimester Classes Begin 

  19 ACT Re-takes 

  20 WorkKeys Re-takes 

  21 MME Re-takes 

  29 Spring Break Begins 

 

April 

 8 Classes Resume From Spring Break 

 10 PLC Day - 1:03 p.m. dismissal 

 18 Specialized Programs Open House – 7:00 p.m. 

 24 PLC Day - 1:03 p.m. dismissal 
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Notice of Nondiscrimination 

 
The Fitzgerald Public Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religions, national origin or ancestry, gender, disability, 

age, height, weight, marital status, or other protected classes in its programs, services, activities, or in employment.  Inquiries related to 

discrimination on the basis of disability should be directed to Dawn Bruley, Section 504 Coordinator, Special Services Office, 

Fitzgerald Public Schools, 23200 Ryan Road, Warren, MI  48091 (586) 757-4044.  Direct all other inquiries related to discrimination to 

Wendy Hagerty, Civil Rights Coordinator, Fitzgerald Public Schools, 23200 Ryan Road, Warren, MI  48091  

(586) 757-1751. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         April 24, 2013 
     4:00pm – 7:00pm 
            FREE!!! 
 
Join the graduates of the Class of 2013 

as you spend the evening: 
 

* Having your Prom Picture Taken With a FHS Senior! 
* Watching Highlights From Our Theatre Department! 

* Eating A Delicious Meal With a FHS Senior! 
* Hearing our Excellent Choir Students Perform! 

* Dancing to our Fabulous Band! 
 

PLEASE CALL REBECCA AKINS TO RESERVE YOUR FREE 

TICKETS AT (586) 757-7070 x1217 BY APRIL 19, 2013 

 

Join the Seniors of  
Fitzgerald High School 
in an exciting evening of 

Theater, Dinner and Dancing 

at our Senior Citizen Prom!! 
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