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2016 Outstanding Teachers of the Year

The Fitzgerald Public 
Schools’ Annual 

Outstanding Teacher-
of-the-Year awards are 
given to teachers who 
have achieved the highest 
standards of excellence in their profession. 

Teachers were nominated by colleagues, administrators, 
support staff, parents and/or students in accordance with 
guidelines provided by the Macomb Intermediate School 
District (MISD). An impartial committee reviewed the letters 

of support. Here are our award winners:

• Linda Larson – Early Childhood Center

• Kathleen Wallon – Mound Park Elementary 

• Rosa Benson – Westview Elementary

• John Adamus – Chatterton Middle School

• Jennifer Crotty – Fitzgerald High School

All district winners were recognized at the FPS Board of 

Education Meeting on March 24. Kathleen Wallon, John 

Adamus and Jennifer Crotty advanced to the MISD 2016 

Outstanding Teacher-of-the-Year competition and will be 

recognized for their achievements at a MISD dinner event 

on April 21. Jennifer Crotty has the additional distinction of 

being selected as the Macomb County Outstanding Teacher 

of the Year at the high school level. Congratulations to these 

five amazing teachers!

Annual Education Reports Now Available 

The Fitzgerald Public Schools will present the 2014-2015 

District and Building Annual Education Reports (AER) 

on or before April 22. The AER provides key information 

on the 2014-2015 educational progress for the Fitzgerald 

Public School District and our schools, including information 

required by federal and state laws. The AER will be available 

online at fitz.k12.mi.us and in the principal’s office of your 

child’s school.

District News
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Message from the Superintendent

We are so proud to introduce the recently 
re-designed Fitz-Herald! At Fitzgerald 

Public Schools, we’re committed 
to keeping our parents 

connected to our 
schools and engaged 

with their students’ 
education. As part 
of that mission, 
we’re working 
to improve the 
ways in which 
we communicate 

with our families. 
Many of you 

may have taken 
our online survey or 

participated in parent 
focus groups to help us learn 

what you like, dislike and think 
could be improved in our district. We appreciate 
your willingness to share your honest thoughts 
and contribute to this ongoing discussion. 
As your superintendent, I am committed 
to identifying ways we can improve and 
better communicate the value of a Fitzgerald 
education while continuously striving to do 
better. The re-design of the Fitz-Herald is one 
small part of these improvements you can 
expect to see in the coming months. I hope you 
like the new look and find it easier to get the 
important information you need!

Sincerely,

Barbara VanSweden



Preschoolers Learn Health and Fitness

Hands-on experiences are among the most important 
components of early learning. Through play, children  

get to experience and understand the world around them 
while building confidence. Fitzgerald preschoolers studied 
health and fitness during the month of January. They learned 
about how exercise and certain foods help their bodies grow 
stronger. The students participated in a marathon to develop 
dexterity and balance by riding a tricycle, bouncing in a bounce 
house, walking on stilts, running relay races, playing basketball 
and using scooters. They celebrated the completion of their 
health and fitness studies by taking a field trip to Extreme 

Gymnastics in Warren. 

Kindergarten Enrollment     
and Eligibility Information 

Free full-day kindergarten is available at each of our 
elementary schools for all 5-year-olds. Free breakfast is 

provided each day to all students. Parents can enroll online at 
fitz.k12.mi.us/registration.  

For more information regarding kindergarten enrollment, 

contact Mound Park Elementary at (586) 757-7590 or Westview 

Elementary at (586) 757-5520. Once your child is enrolled, your 

child’s school will mail you additional information prior to the 

beginning of the 2016-2017 school year. 

According to Michigan Public Act 198 for the 2016-2017 

School Year, if a child residing in Fitzgerald Public School 

District is not 5 years of age by Sept. 1, 2016 but will be 

5 years of age not later than Dec. 1, 2016, the parent or 

legal guardian of that child may still enroll the child in 

kindergarten for that school year if they notify the school 

district in writing not later than June 1, 2016. 

If a child is not 5 years of age by Sept. 1, 2016 but will be 5 years 

of age not later than Dec. 1, 2016, and becomes a resident of 

the school district after June 1, the parent or guardian of that 

child may still enroll the child in kindergarten for that school 

year if they notify the school district in writing not later than 

Aug. 1, 2016.

Preschool and Kindergarten Highlights
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Mound Park Students Expand Imaginations 
During March is Reading Month
Reading is a gateway to the imagination and future 

academic success, and the goal of our March is Reading 
Month activities is to motivate students to read every day 
while having fun in the process. During the month of March, 

Mound Park students have 
been encouraged to read 
as many books and spend 
as many minutes as they 
can reading. As they read 
books, students earned 
points toward Hero dollars 
that they could spend in 
the Hero Hut and on candy 
bars from Mrs. Griessel. The 
points helped them wander 

through swamps and forests, with the goal of reaching the 
“castle of reading” to get a mystery prize from Mrs. Griessel. 
Mound Park celebrated March is Reading Month with a 
Reading Night and a Magic show at the end of the month.

Who let the D.O.G.S. out?
Dads of Great Students (D.O.G.S.) are having a blast at 

Mound Park. Several times a year, students and the male 
role models in their lives meet at the Mound Park gym for 
food, fun and friendship. Students invite a male that is involved 
in their lives to enjoy a potluck-style dinner provided by our 
Parents of Mound Park group. The students and adults play 
a game such as soccer or relay races. Students are excited 
for friends to meet the adults in their life and for the adults 
to meet their friends. When the adults are invited to play the 
games with the students, everyone’s competitive natures come 
out, and everyone has a blast.

Westview Third-Graders    
Share Their Explanatory Writing

Third-graders in Mrs. Drawbaugh’s classroom recently 
completed their explanatory writing unit. Explanatory 

writing is a type of writing that explains something in order  
to inform the reader. The reader gains insight into how the 
writer feels about a topic, a life experience the writer had or 
step-by-step instructions on how to do something. To bring 
the unit to a close, each student gave a presentation 
demonstrating what their paper was about. Students had to 
explain to the class how to do what they wrote about using 
props from home. Students were excited about these 
presentations, which helped hone their public speaking  
skills. They all did a fantastic job. 

Professional Development   
Enhances Student Achievement

Professional development equips teachers with new  
tools for enhancing students’ academic achievement.  

This year, teachers attended Capturing Kids’ Hearts  
professional development. 

Capturing Kids’ Hearts teaches teachers how to develop 
positive, productive and trusting relationships among 
themselves and with their students. As we strive for academic 
excellence, we are working to provide an environment 
that promotes student safety, better attendance and social 
development for all students. 

Elementary Highlights
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Vanessa Colby wrote and 
presented about what she has 
to do daily as a diabetic.

Amya Beasly explained how to bake a 
cake and even brought in a homemade 
cake to share with her class. 



Students Raise Money for Water to Help Flint

Westview Elementary School’s student council held a bagel 
sale and raised $180 to buy bottles of water for Flint 

Community Schools to help students and teachers cope with the 
ongoing lead crisis. Thank you to all students, staff and parents 
that participated in our sale! 

Key Dates
My School Color Run FUNdraiser
Saturday, June 4 at 9 a.m. at Westview
Register at Westview by May 20.
Call (586) 757-5520 or go to    
myschoolcolorrun.com for more details. 

Making a Smooth Transition    
to Chatterton Middle School 

To help familiarize our 5th graders with our middle school, 
students will be invited to attend many events at 

Chatterton. The activities and events help ease the anxiety 
often associated with transitioning to the next grade level and 
a new school. 

The transition process began in March with Mound Park and 
Westview Student Council groups meeting with Chatterton’s 

Student Council for breakfast and activities. Chatterton’s PTO 
invites 5th‐grade parents to attend PTO meetings on April 20 
and May 18 to become part of our team. All PTO meetings 
begin at 6 p.m. and are held in the media center. 

Should you have any questions about making the transition 
to middle school, feel free to contact us: 

• Mrs. Griessel, Mound Park Elementary School Principal:  
(586) 757‐7590

• Mrs. Swalec, Westview Elementary Principal:   
(586) 757‐5520

• Ms. Fournier/Mr. Tonn, Chatterton Middle School Principals: 
(586) 757‐6650 

Transition Events
Middle School Band Preview: Students will learn about the 6th 
grade band program on May 6. 

Family Orientation: Students and parents are invited to 
Chatterton on April 27 and August 2016 (date TBD) for dinner 
at 5 p.m. and an orientation at 6:30 p.m. to prepare for the 
upcoming school year.

5th Grade Sports Night: 5th graders may bring this flyer to any 
Chatterton sporting event in April to receive free admission 
and a treat. 
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Chatterton Highlights

Band Students Earn Medals     
in Solo and Ensemble 

In January, several Chatterton 7th and 8th grade band students 
participated in Solo and Ensemble at Rochester High School. 

All of our students received medals for earning a first- or 
second-division rating. The students worked very hard and 
represented Chatterton well. 

First Division 
Megan Hampton: Clarinet duet (8th grade)

Janelle Hartwick: Flute duet (7th grade)

Stephanie Holmes: Snare solo (8th grade)

Kaylin Nielson: Clarinet duet (8th grade)

Destiny Phillips: Saxophone solo (7th grade) 

Autumn Riley: Flute duet (7th grade)

Kathrine Rush: Trumpet duet (7th grade) 

Livvee Simpson: Flute solo (8th grade)

Jade Stepp: Trumpet solo (8th grade) 

David Yokel: Trumpet duet (7th grade)

Second Division 
Raine Buchanan: Flute solo (7th grade) 

Brianna Daniels: Flute solo (7th grade) 

Andrea Heaton: Flute solo (7th grade) 

Kaitlin Sutter: Flute solo (7th grade) 

The Chatterton 7th- and 8th-grade bands did an outstanding 
job at the Michigan School Band and Orchestra Association 
concert band festival in March. Overall, the 8th grade band 
received a second-division rating. The 7th grade band also 
received a second-division rating and was one A- away from 
a first division rating at an extremely tough site. We can’t be 
more proud of the students’ hard work and dedication! 

For all the latest news and information about the Chatterton 
Bands, visit chattertonbands.weebly.com or search 
“Chatterton Middle School Bands Page” on Facebook. 

Upcoming Band and Choir Performances
Middle School Spring Band Concert   
(7th and 8th grade bands)
May 18 at 7 p.m.
FHS Auditorium

Chatterton Choir Concert
June 8 at 6:30 p.m.
Chatterton Cafeteria
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Yearbook Club Preserves Memories 
The Yearbook Club, which meets after school to design 

and produce Chatterton’s yearbook, produced a video 
commercial this year for teachers to share and promote yearbook 
sales. Yearbook students are learning about online planning and 
design and digital photography. The front and back covers were 
designed by a Chatterton student and have been submitted 
to Lifetouch, the publisher. The club is busy verifying student 
portraits and names, among other tasks. Students interested in 
purchasing a 40-page, full-color yearbook and preserving their 
Chatterton memories should see Mrs. Sylvester.

Photography Club Takes Aim
Once a month, a group of students 

meet in Mr. Chasney’s classroom 
after school to shoot portraits, still lifes, 
close-ups and landscapes. The club 
helps students get the most out of their 
digital cameras in a fun and creative 
atmosphere. Students talk about creative 
shooting, editing, styles and digital 
displays and have the opportunity to 
share their photos on the big screen and 
learn new photography skills.

• Bachi Aiden 
• Sarder Afsheen 
• Hussain Akqib 
• Heaton Andrea 
• Zaman Anika 
• Hahman Autumn 
• Riley Autumn 
• Carter D’Avirex
• Rahman Fahmida 
• Alam Husniyah
• Ahmed Ishak 
• Shamer Jeremy 
• Dann Joseph 
• Michajlyszyn Maya
• Ali Nabeeha 
• Chowdhury Nhahreen 
• Chase Peter 
• Hayder Rizwan 
• Ambia Saima 
• Rahman Samiha 
• Shamoon Sara
• Laskar Sumi

Students Inducted into Junior Honor Society
Congratulations to our student leaders who were recently inducted into the Junior Honor Society!



8    •    T H E  F I T Z - H E R A L D    •    A P R I L  2 0 1 6

Chatterton Students Learn how   
to Prevent and Address Bullying
At Chatterton, we’re working to proactively fight bullying 

before it even starts. Bullying is one of the largest 
problems in schools across the country, with cyberbullying 
becoming a growing issue with kids’ increased use of social 
media. Chatterton school has a variety of policies and 
procedures in place to address bullying and harassment, 
and we continue to educate students about the issue. If you 
feel your student is a victim of bullying, please contact the 
main office so that our staff can handle the situation. We hold 
several school-wide presentations throughout the year to 
raise awareness among students. Earlier this year, students 
participated in an assembly put on by Erebus Haunted House 
called “Don’t be a Monster.” This presentation encouraged 
students to be upstanders rather than bystanders. At another 
assembly in February, students learned about OK2SAY, a 
state-wide program where they can anonymously report 
bullying or safety situations. These tips go to schools, local 
law enforcement agencies, community mental health 
agencies or the Michigan Department of Health and Human 
Services. To report cyberbullying, please text to 652729 
(ok2say) or go to mi.gov/ok2say. 

Students Earn 
Rewards for 
Accomplishments 
and Good Behavior 
We take great pride 

in rewarding great 
behavior and recognizing our 
students’ accomplishments. 
Throughout the school 
year, students can earn 

Charger Cash to spend in our Charger Store, where they can 
buy school supplies, stuffed animals, games and toys, or 
save the cash to use in a raffle to earn larger prizes. Recently 
raffled items included a six-foot stuffed bear, mountain bike, 
limited-edition Detroit Lions football, and two skateboards. 
The rewards program positively reinforces good behavior 
and teaches students the importance of planning and saving 
their money for bigger prizes. One of our big events is PRIDE 
rewards day. About 350 students recently earned the right 
to participate in a rewards day in which they ran a variety of 
wacky races, participated in pie eating contests and more.

Students to Fundraise for Hoops for Heart 

Chatterton students participated in the Annual Hoops 
For Heart Campaign sponsored by the American Heart 

Association in February. Students who raised funds for the 
Heart Association participated in a 3-on-3 tournament during 
physical education classes and earned prizes. 

Basketball Teams 
Wrap up a Great Season 

This year’s 7th- and 
8th-grade basketball 

teams were very 
competitive on the 
road. The student-
athletes showed great 
dedication to learning 
the game, and every 
player scored at least 
once and showed 
improvement over the 
course of the season. 
The 7th graders had a 
5-5 record, while the 8th 
graders were 6-4   
in the season. 
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Chatterton STEM Highlights

Chatterton’s FIRST Robotics has a 
Rewarding Season 

For the second year, Chatterton is competing against 
other area middle schools in FIRST Robotics. The program 

develops the next generation of innovators, teaching 
students about robotics and fostering critical thinking skills 
and self confidence so they can compete in the 21st-century 
job market. These dedicated students meet after school and 
on the weekends, putting in hard work, time and energy into  
a very rewarding season. Team 9572  
placed second in tournament play and 
fourth overall at the Howell competition, 
while Team 9496 earned the  
determination award. 

New Robotics Courses Prepare 
Students for High-Tech Jobs 

Chatterton’s new robotics courses aim 
to bridge the gap between elementary 

science and math and the more specialized 
science, technology, engineering and 
math (STEM) courses offered at Fitzgerald 
High School. The STEM-related activities 
incorporate teamwork, problem-solving 
and communications skills. The 7th-grade 
level focuses on bridge building, simple 

machines and programming a robot.  
The 8th-grade curriculum includes units on 
magnetic levitation (maglev) cars, which 
incorporate concepts such as pneumatics, 
alternative sources of energy and vehicle 
engineering. These courses help students 
develop the high-tech skills they’ll need 
for successful careers. 

FCA Foundation Grant   
Expands STEM Opportunities

Last school year, Chatterton received a 
$17,500 grant from the Fiat Chrysler 

Automotive Foundation to fund STEM 
initiatives. In December, the FCA 
Foundation stepped up again to provide 

another $3,750 to help fund Chatterton’s two robotics 
courses. The funds have been used to purchase Lego Simple 
and Motorized Mechanisms Base Sets, Pneumatic Add-On 
Sets and Renewable Energy Add-On Sets to enhance student 
learning. This generous grant will help Chatterton purchase 
tools for students to use to engineer their robots. CMS 
appreciates the continued support from the FCA Foundation 
and looks forward to this ongoing relationship as we 
strengthen our STEM initiatives. 

Interactive Notebooks   
Help Students Remember 
Math Concepts

Students have enjoyed making interactive 
notebooks in their math classes this year. 

The interactive notebooks serve as excellent 
resource tools for students to look back on 
important concepts. Many different kinds 
of notes and foldables are used. The math 
teachers believe that all students can be 
successful in math if they stay organized. 
It is important for your student to bring 
their interactive notebook, math folder and 
math book to class every day because these 
materials are used daily.
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High School Highlights

Congratulations to our student leaders who 
were recently inducted into the National 

Honor Society, as well as those who were  
elected into new officer positions!

NHS Officers 2015-2016 
• President: Humaira Newaz 
• Vice President: Sylvia Lupa 
• Secretary: Veronica Pacho 
• Treasurer: Najmun Nahar

Class of 2016 NHS Inductees

FHS Band Students     
Excel at State Band Festival 
In March, several Fitzgerald High School band members 

performed in the Michigan State Band and Orchestra 
Association State Solo & Ensemble Festival at Chippewa 
Valley High School. Our students did an outstanding job 
representing our school and district, earning a total of 19 first-
division medals and one third-division medal. This was a very 
successful year for Fitzgerald band students! 

The results for each student: 

First Division 
LaParis Adams: Woodwind duet 

Jacob Beswick: Saxophone solo; saxophone duet 

Shelby Carrier: Saxophone solo 

Anthony Jackson: Snare drum duet 

Kelli Kwiatkowski: Trumpet solo; trumpet duet; trumpet trio

Denise Lee: Clarinet solo; clarinet duet 

Derrick Lee: Trumpet trio 

Sylvia Lupa: Clarinet solo; clarinet duet 

Aaron Shipp: Snare drum duet 

Angel Sutter: Flute solo; woodwind duet 

Rebecca Vue: Trumpet duet; trumpet trio 

Caleb Yokel: Flute solo

Third Division
Nicholas Abernathy: Baritone solo 

• Romana Akter

• Khadiza Begum

• Samia Begum

• Sarah Butrus

• Nautica Davis

• Anthony Gariqoas

• Isaiah Gathings

• Rosemary Hermiz

• Amelia Hunter

• Nafisa Hussain

• Fahmida Islam

• Anthony Jackson

• Sadia Jiban

• Kelli Kwiatkowski

• Kimberly Lee

• Tommy Lee

• Thomas McCord

• Connor McKenney

• Taslima Miah

• Jasean Murray

• Tone’ Oglesby

• Mazeda Perven

• Niki Qureshi

• Fahmida Rahman

• Mohammed Saqib

• Afrah Seraz

• Bianca Tolbert

• My Tran

• Nazmin Ullah

• Kareem Wallace

• Fahmida Yasmin
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Drama Students Bring “Aladdin” to Life
Drama students at FHS did a splendid job bringing Disney’s 

musical “Aladdin” to the stage in December. Five of the 
lead parts were double-casted, allowing more students to 
share the spotlight. The “Aladdin” cast and crew included 84 
students from Chatterton, Westview and Mound Park. The 
students spent many afternoons and Saturdays working 
on sets, props, choreography and characterization. The 
McKenney family and Mr. Patrick created our best set piece to 
date, the “Cave of Wonders.” The end result was record ticket 
sales, awesome reviews and lasting memories.

“The seniors in this production realized this 
was their last high school musical and were 
determined to make it spectacular.” 
                —Senior Humaira Newaz

Princess Jasmine was played by junior Ashton Rea and 
sophomore Faith Lamb; both did a fabulous job making 

their performances truly magical. Senior Delano Bolar played 
the talking parrot, Iago, and surprised everyone with his 
grand singing abilities. Senior Myara Allan played the part 
of the Magic Carpet; her smile was infectious! Junior Kavon 
Wynn did an outstanding job as the villain and silly schemer, 

Jafar. From “Arabian Nights” to Act II’s opening number, “Prince 
Ali,” students flawlessly unraveled the layers of surprise and 
wonder that this musical evokes. 

Fitzgerald Theatre Department Presents 
“We’ll Be Right Back After This Murder”
May 5, 6, & 7 at 7 p.m. in the FHS Auditorium 

Hampton Bellamy is dead. In fact, he’s deader than dead, 
considering he was shot, stabbed, poisoned, clubbed and 

run over by a truck. “I like things simple,” says Police Captain 
Bogie, but at this point, everyone in Bellamy’s household 
is now a suspect. Could it be one of his sisters, Dorthella 
or Darnella? What about his gambling nephew Percy, who 
takes odds on who’ll be next? Or niece Denise, who plans her 
future by the stars? When Bogie says the murderer was stupid, 
vain nephew Carlton protests by exclaiming, “I am not!” 
While it seems that he walked right into the captain’s trap, 
the others aren’t off the hook yet, considering there’s now 
another victim thanks to an exploded landmine. Between an 
inept “bomb expert” who swings her metal detector wildly 
and a narcoleptic life insurance agent who shares details 
about Bellamy’s million- dollar policy between naps, there’s 
no end to the hilarity! Clues pile up as fast as victims in this 
topsy-turvy comedy where everyone suspects everyone. This 
fast-paced farce is loaded with comedic characters, amusing 
scenes and tons of wonderful stage action. 
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Soccer Team 
Wraps up a 
Successful 
Season
Fitzgerald High 

School and South 
Lake played an even 

match to the 75-minute 
mark when Senior Captain Eevin Bash sent a shot in on net, 
which senior Joe Shepherd was able to get past the South 
Lake keeper. The 1-0 victory gives Fitzgerald their first division 
championship since 2000, finishing at 10-1-1. 

Student-
Athlete Sets 
his Sights  
on College
Delano Bolar just 

signed his letter of 
intent to play 
football at Tiffin 
University in Ohio. 
Congratulations, 
Delano!

Jason MacKay 
Named   
Lead Coach   
of the Year 
Soccer Coach Jason 

MacKay has been 
named the Lead Coach 
of the Year. MacKay 
graduated valedictorian 
of the Fitzgerald Class of 
1989. He was captain of the 

soccer team when he     
played and is honored to be back coaching at his alma mater. 
He dedicates this season to former coach Stacey Bollan. He 
credits the success of this incredible season to his players. The 
2015 Boys Soccer team have been the most mentally-tough 
and united squad in recent years.

Ken Krause Named    
Outstanding Teacher by MICPA
In 2015, FHS teacher Ken Krause was selected as the 

Outstanding High School Teacher by the Michigan 
Association of Certified Public Accountants. The award is 
given to a high school teacher who displays a passion for the 
accounting profession and encourages the next generation of 
students to consider becoming certified public accountants. 
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FHS Students Prepare for the Jobs of the Future

FHS Students Excel in     
Web Design Competition 
The Michigan Council for Women in Technology sponsors a 

web design competition for girls each year. The contest has 
grown exponentially over the past 15 years and is now open to 
public, private and home-schooled high school students in five 
Michigan counties. The websites that students build must meet 
very specific criteria (in areas such as writing, planning, layouts, 
graphic design, functionality and computer programming), must 
be completely original, and are judged by professionals such as 
the regional presidents from Mercedes-Benz, Microsoft, Google, 
Comerica and several area universities.

Only 12 finalists in a beginner category and 12 finalists in an 
advanced category are selected, competing for first, second and 
third places. The competition gets tougher with every passing 
year, and this year there were well over 200 entries. The FHS 
students who entered the contest spent many hours after school 
developing their websites. In December, finalists attended a four-
hour event and did a formal presentation about the process of 
developing their site in front of an audience of about 100 people, 
including teachers, administrators, technology professionals and 
nervous parents. 

FHS student Afsana Rahman was selected as a finalist in the 
beginner category — quite an accomplishment for a student 
with only 10 weeks experience in our Web 1 classes. FHS 
students dominated the contest in the advanced category, with 
student team Sadia Jiban and Maliha Latif winning second 
place and student Sontia Stewart winning third place.

Health Students Excel in HOSA Competition
FHS did exceptionally well at the Health Occupations Students 

of America Regional Competition at Fraser High School in 
February. Our students competed in a skills competition and 
knowledge-based test against some very serious students from 
Bloomfield Hills, Macomb Academy and Utica. 

Six FHS students placed in the top 10 in pharmacology. Physical 
therapy students did very well, with two in the top 10. It’s on to 
Traverse City for Michigan HOSA State Leadership Conference 
April 14-15!

Tahlima Begum: Tenth (pharmacology)

Alex Droste: Ninth (physical therapy)

Shyla Flounary: Third place (physical therapy)

Connor Foerster-Reynolds: Second place (pharmacology)

Nasrin Haque: Sixth (pharmacology)

Sumaiya Islam: Third place (pharmacology)

Andrew Kimball: Ninth (pharmacology)

Alexandra Walden: Fourth (pharmacology)

Emily Xiong: Seventh (pharmacology)

Students Learn Good      
Energy Conservation Practices
Students in the Environmental Science class have an 

extensive unit on renewable and nonrenewable energies. 
This includes a hands-on simulation in which they work 
as a group to gather data, create graphs and answer 
analysis questions. Students also do computer simulations 
on developing the energy needs of running a city while 
balancing air quality, budgetary concerns and global issues. 
The students also learn about environmental issues in 
Michigan and participate in an environmental field trip.

Pharmacology students pictured from left to right: Meema Noman, Mossamat Nipa, 
Forhadur Pabel, Nasrin Haque, Tahlima Begum, Rifa Haque, Connor Foerster-Reynolds, 
teacher Harold Williams, Sumaiya Islam, Britnee Crame, Janee Brewer, Abida Hussain, 
Alexander Hillock, Alexandra Walden, and Andrew Kimball
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Engaging Students     
with Classroom Technology 

Fitzgerald Public Schools is dedicated to ensuring that 
our classrooms have the cutting-edge tools that are 

necessary for students to compete globally. Districts around 
the world are transitioning from traditional classrooms, 
in which teachers deliver information and students are 
expected to take notes and memorize material, to a more 
student-centered approach focusing on problem-solving and 
discovery of information.

FPS is ahead of the curve in developing a new classroom 
instructional technology plan to support staff and students 
in developing this advanced learning environment. This 
comprehensive plan has multiple components, including:

• A 1:1 classroom technology initiative that will allow for all 
students to have access to a Google Chromebook during 
instructional time

• Transitioning district staff from Microsoft Windows based 
applications to the Google For Education platform to 
mirror the current student-based system being used at 
various grade levels

• The streamlining of district initiatives, including the 
 incorporation of a K-12 assessment tool for increased 

compatibility and reduced time spent on assessments

• Ongoing technology trainings for teachers and students

The Classroom Instructional Technology Plan begins this 
spring. The 1:1 technology initiative begins with second and 
third grades in the 2015-2016 school year. Each classroom 
in these grades will be equipped with carts of Google 
Chromebooks for students to use throughout the school 
day. The district will continue to add additional Chromebook 
technology to new grade levels each year until every 
classroom has been equipped. FPS teachers have received 
classroom instructional technology training throughout the 
year and will continue as our implementation expands. 

Additionally, FPS will be piloting a new online assessment 
this spring for students in grades K-3. The pilot assessment is 
funded through a Michigan Department of Education grant to 
provide increased literacy skills to lower elementary students. 
The STAR 360 assessment tool is fully computer adaptive, 
which reduces testing time for students. This assessment tool 
will replace the variety of in-district assessment tools that are 
currently used at each level, thus allowing for  student/parent 
familiarity as grade level transitions take place. Additional 
information on the advancement of this plan will be available 
on the FPS website in coming weeks. 

Fitzgerald: Looking Forward to the Future
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China Study Tour     
Expands Students’ Horizons

Fitzgerald High School students embarked on a 
once-in-a-lifetime, two-week study tour of China and 

Tibet that took place March 24 – April 6. Two teacher 
chaperones and five students — La’Paris Adams, 
Amanda Hyatt, Joshua Waltiere, Kennedy Brown-
Jackson and Winston Balmaceda, Jr. — participated in 
the trip, which was organized by the Macomb Cultural 
and Economic Partnership.

The China study tour provides the opportunity for 
students to expand their horizons. China is a country 
with growing influence, and students who participate 
in our China study tour are ahead of the curve and have 
a leg up when applying to colleges that are looking for 
well-rounded students.

Senior Winston Balmaceda, Jr. exemplifies the impact of 
this unique experience. He has participated in the China 
Study Tour three times, and it has influenced his decision 
to participate in study abroad programs while in college. 
He plans to go to the University of Chicago next fall.

The trip included visits to a working Buddhist temple, 
a silk factory, art and history museums and one of the 
last traditional Chinese houses in Shanghai. The group 
visited Fitzgerald Public Schools’ partner district located 
in Jiading, a suburb of Shanghai. The partnership was 
established by Superintendent Barbara VanSweden 
in 2011. The students lived with Chinese families and 
attended several days of school with the students in the 
partner district. 

From there, the students flew to Lhasa, Tibet, where 
they visited the Potala Palace — the highest castle-style 
architectural complex above sea level — which was the 
residence of the Tibetan Dalai Lamas and the political, 
educational and religious center of Tibet. They also saw 
temples, statues, murals, monasteries and other places of 
cultural significance.

“Fitzgerald Public Schools prides itself in having a personable, small-community feel and celebrates the 
diversity of the families in the district, which provide opportunities for cross-cultural learning that will 
prepare students for an increasingly globalized world. Our China study tour is one of many cross-cultural 
learning opportunities that are available through Fitzgerald Public Schools.”
— Barbara VanSweden, Superintendent



Employment Opportunities
Fitzgerald Public Schools is always searching for qualified 
individuals to substitute in our district, including: 

• Substitute teachers 

• Substitute paraprofessionals 

• Substitute office support staff

• Substitute custodians

• Substitute bus drivers

For more information, contact the Human Resource 
Department at (586) 757-1751.

Key Dates
• Family Movie Night: April 15 from 6:30–8:30 p.m.       
  at the FHS Auditorium

• Half Day: May 27

• No School: May 30

Board of Education Meetings for 2015-2016 
All meetings take place at 7 p.m. at the FHS Automotive and 
Pre-Engineering Technology Institute located at 23200 Ryan 
Rd. The remaining meetings for the 2015-2016 year are April 
14, May 12, May 26, June 9, and June 23. 

School Contact Information
Have a question or need to report your child’s absence?
Contact the main office of your child’s school.

Early Childhood: (586) 757-5520

Mound Park Elementary School: (586) 757‐7590

Westview Elementary School: (586) 757‐5520

Chatterton Middle School: (586) 757‐6650

Fitzgerald High School: (586) 757‐7070

The Michigan Department of Education recently released data on Michigan schools 
for the 2014-15 year. We’re proud to announce that the four-year graduation rate 
for Fitzgerald High School is 91 percent, which is 11 points higher than the state 
average (80 percent). Congratulations to the Class of 2015 for all of your hard work! 
Additional data about our school district is available at mischooldata.org.
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