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District News
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Message from the Superintendent
The Fitzgerald Family is Growing! 

The word is out: Fitzgerald Public Schools is a great 
place for kids to get a quality education. 

The story of our outstanding staff, 
supportive culture, innovative 

programs and student 
achievement is spreading 

throughout our community 
and beyond. There is a lot 
to be excited about. We 
are large enough to offer 
anything a student could 
want and small enough to be 

a family. Parents repeatedly 
tell me that they and their kids 

feel at home at Fitzgerald.  As 
the good news about our district 

spreads, the Fitzgerald Public Schools 
family continues to grow. The days of declining 

enrollment are over. We were one of only two districts in 
Macomb County to grow. As one example of our growth, 
kindergarten enrollment surpassed our wildest dreams. 
We added 30 more kindergarten students than we 
planned for this fall. This shows that families are starting 
their children’s education with us and they continue to 
entrust their children to us year after year. We anticipate 
the growth to continue next year.  We are now faced 
with a wonderful challenge: Where do we find room 
for all of our students? In the weeks ahead, we will be 
developing plans to address the need for space. Our goal 
is to maintain our quality and accommodate this exciting 
growth. So please stay tuned for news about the ways we 
will meet the challenge. Even as we celebrate our success, 
we will not rest on our laurels! 

Sincerely,

Barbara VanSweden

Top Teachers Named

The Fitzgerald Public Schools’ Annual Outstanding Teacher-
of-the-Year awards have been announced for educators 

who have achieved the highest standards of excellence in 

their profession.  The following teachers were selected:  

Jeff Kmiec – Fitzgerald High School
Jodi Titus – Chatterton Middle School 
Karen Willett – Mound Park Elementary School
Nicole Hunt – Westview Elementary School

“The teachers that we have recognized are shining 
examples of the high caliber of teachers we have in 
Fitzgerald Public Schools,” said Superintendent Barbara 
VanSweden. “They represent the heart of public 
education, which is essential to the health and vitality  
of our district, community and state.”

Teachers are nominated by their colleagues, administrators, 
support staff, parents and students in accordance with 
guidelines provided by the Macomb Intermediate School 
District. A committee reviews the letters of support and picks 
the finalists. The Fitzgerald Board of Education recognized 
the teachers on March 2 and then they moved on for 
consideration as MISD Teacher of the Year. Congratulations 
to Jodi Titus, who was selected as Macomb County Middle 
School Teacher of the Year, and Jeff Kmiec, who was selected 
as Macomb County High School Teacher of the Year!



Expanding Chromebooks to    
All FPS Students

Last spring, the Fitzgerald Public Schools Board of Education 
approved a multi-year plan to implement Google 

Chromebooks and Google for Education platforms at all district 
schools. A highlight of the initiative is providing a Google 
Chromebook laptop for every student in the district. We are 
excited to announce that FPS administration has recently 
completed the final purchases that will make our classroom 
technology plan complete during the spring of 2017. This 
exciting development means all students in the Fitzgerald 
Public School System will be utilizing Google Chromebooks on 

a daily basis inside their classrooms.

In addition to rolling out Chromebooks to all Fitzgerald 

students, our teachers have been receiving classroom 

instructional technology training throughout the year and will 

continue as we transition into this new era of technologically 

infused education. Each of our elementary buildings has also 

hosted Parent Technology Events to share student progress. 

We have found that our new classroom technology is a very 

effective learning tool for staff and students, especially with 

our newly adopted student assessment system and various 

educational programs. We hope to see more events such as 

these to demonstrate the great things that are happening all 

throughout the district. 
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“Google Chromebooks provide students with access to educational tools that help them engage with classroom material in 
new ways that will help information stick,” said Karen Willet, a third-grade teacher at Fitzgerald. “By having educational 
videos and interactive learning material at their fingertips, students will learn to be self-motivated and feel empowered to 
be curious about the world, ask new questions and seek answers."



Preschool & Kindergarten Highlights
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Give your Kindergartner    
the Fitzgerald Edge!  

Kindergartners at Fitzgerald love to learn, play and explore. 
Our district’s kindergarten programs provide students 

with the opportunity to grow and explore in fun, safe and 
loving learning environments. FPS is proud to offer a top-
notch education that actively engages children in hands-on 
learning experiences, helps each child’s academic, social and 
emotional development and so much more!  We offer free 
full-day kindergarten and breakfast at each of our elementary 
schools for all five-year-olds. Parents can enroll online at fitz.
k12.mi.us/registration.

Eligibility
According to Michigan Public Act 198 for the 2017-2018 School 
Year, if a child residing in Fitzgerald Public School District is not 
5 years of age by Sept. 1, 2017 but will be no later than Dec. 1, 
2017, the parent or legal guardian of that child may still enroll 
the child in kindergarten for that school year if they notify the 
school district in writing no later than June 1, 2017. If a child is 
not 5 years of age by Sept. 1, 2017 but will be no later than Dec. 
1, 2017, and becomes a resident of the school district after June 
1, the parent or guardian of that child may still enroll the child 
in kindergarten for that school year if they notify the school 
district in writing no later than Aug. 1, 2017.

Questions? 
For more information regarding kindergarten enrollment, 

contact Mound Park Elementary at (586) 757-7590 or Westview 
Elementary at (586) 757-5520. Once your child is enrolled, your 
child’s school will mail you additional information prior to the 
beginning of the 2017-2018 school year. 

Pennies for Pasta Fundraiser 
During the week of Jan. 20- Feb. 15, Westview Elementary 

participated in the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society’s 
Pennies for Pasta fundraiser to raise money to help save the 
lives of blood cancer patients. Our students surpassed their 
goal of $1,300 by raising a total of $2,986.22! Six classes raised 
more than $100. Mrs. Dunseith's class came in first place by 
raising more than $200 and will receive a free Olive Garden 
lunch. Ms. Dixon's class came in second place and will receive 
a free Hungry Howie's Pizza lunch. We want to thank our 
students for their hard work! 
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Making a Smooth Transition    
to Chatterton Middle School 
To help familiarize our fifth graders with our middle school, 

students are invited to attend upcoming transition events. 
These fun activities and events help ease the anxiety often 
associated with transitioning to the next grade level and a  
new school.  

Transition Events:  
• Family Orientation: Students and families are invited to join 

us at Chatterton Middle School on Thursday, April 27,  
from 6:30-7:30 p.m. and in August (TBD) 

• Middle School Band Preview: Students will learn about 
sixth-grade band on Friday, May 12 

• Band Fitting Day: Get your child fitted for the right 
instrument on Tuesday, May 23, at Mound Park Elementary 
and Tuesday, May 30, at Westview Elementary

Westview Color Run is back!  

Join us at Westview Elementary for a colorful day of fitness 
and fundraising on Saturday, June 3! Last year, we had more 

than 125 participants and we are looking forward to seeing 
even more families, students and community members at this 
year’s color run. 

Save the Date:  Saturday, June 3 at 11 a.m. at Westview.  
Early registration ends Friday, May 19.  Call (586) 757-5520 or 
visit WestviewMSCR.eventbrite.com to register today!  

Elementary Highlights

Family Technology Night      
at Westview Elementary  

Our tech savvy teachers, families and students came together on Nov. 
30 at Westview Elementary for Family Technology Night. Participants 

enjoyed a night of pizza and a presentation highlighting the use of 
technology across all grade levels at Fitzgerald Public Schools.  Families 
and students had the opportunity to participate in three unique stations. 
During the ParentPortal station, Mrs. Kosi entertained children using 
newly purchased Chromebooks, while Mrs. Agueros and Mrs. Bachi taught 
parents how to register for and navigate the ParentPortal. Mrs. McSorley 
dazzled parents with Kahoots and other educational websites. Finally, Mrs. 
Wisdom and Ms. Gagnon presented reading and math programs used in 
classrooms. This family event was sponsored by Title I funding.  



Elementary Highlights cont.
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Storytelling in the classroom 

Storytelling plays a powerful role in early literacy 
development. By telling and retelling a story, pre-

readers gain valuable skills that will help with future reading 
comprehension. Children can listen to a story and recall  
the characters, what they said and details about the plot.  
Teachers also use iPads in the preschool classroom to film  
students retelling a story using books and props.  

Discovering 
Michigan-made 
products through 
hands-on 
learning 

Ever wonder how some of Michigan’s most famous locally-
made products got their start? Mrs. Drawbaugh brought 

the world of Michigan-made products to her third-grade 
classroom to learn about the many wonderful products 
made right here in Michigan. Students had the opportunity 
to create a Michigan Product Museum to learn about the 
variety of items produced in Michigan. The class brought in 
famous products, such as Sanders Hot Fudge, Better Made 
Potato Chips, Jiffy Muffin Mix, Faygo pop, Gerber baby food 
and Kellogg's cereal. Many students researched their products 
and where they are produced in Michigan. They also enjoyed 
samples of the items while learning about them.  

Westview Recycling Presentation  

Westview fourth-grade students learned about the 
world of recycling and waste management during 

an interactive presentation by the Macomb County Public 
Works Department on Feb 3. Students learned about topics 
including recycling, garbage, natural resources and landfills, 
household hazardous waste, how much garbage is produced 
in the county every year, why the number is growing and how 
we can use recycling to decrease that number. Students also 
participated in a hands-on activity to learn about what items 
can be recycled and what can be thrown away.   

Mound Park Neighborhood    
and Business Leaders Again    
Show their Generosity

The Mound 
Park business 

community has once 
again demonstrated 
its commitment to our 
school’s neighborhood. 
Mr. Datta, owner 
and operator of the 
McDonald’s at 8 Mile 
and Doepfer, recently 

completed the remodel of his store. During the grand re-
opening, Mr. Datta presented Mound Park Elementary with 
a generous donation of $500, renewing his partnership with 
Mound Park Elementary. This funding will help Mound Park 
purchase new gym equipment for its physical education 
department. Everyone at Mound Park Elementary gives 
a big “Hero Thank You” to Mr. Datta for demonstrating his 
continued commitment to our community. 

Pictured:  Jaxon Wise, Jenna Parsons, MD Araf
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Chatterton Middle School 
robotics team advances to 
super regionals in Iowa! 
Robotics team qualified at State 
Championship in December

The Chatterton Middle School robotics 
team, the ChatterBolts, has been  

hard at work since the beginning of the 
school year. Team #9572 is comprised of 11 students from the 
sixth, seventh, eighth and ninth grade. The middle school 
students, along with their high school student mentors, 
brainstormed the best design for their robot and worked hard to 
build, test, revise and re-build a robot that would be a strong 
competitor in their competitions.   

Each year, the organizers at FIRST (For Inspiration and 
Recognition of Science and Technology) Robotics, devise a 
new competition challenge for the teams that participate in 
FIRST Tech Challenge (FTC). The challenge is revealed early in 
September, and teams have about eight weeks to design and 
build a competitive robot. 

The game-style challenge has specific challenges the robots 
need to complete. During this year’s competition, the robot 
could earn points for raising a 20-inch yoga ball vertically over 60 
inches to cap a center vortex, for shooting softball-sized whiffle 
balls into that same center vortex or for designing a mechanism 
that presses a button to change the light color on a beacon to 
the teams corresponding color, red or blue.  For programming, 
the team had to learn Java or MIT App Inventor to program an 
autonomous mode and a Tele-Op (driver controlled) mode for 
their robots.   

Teams across the nation enter their robot in local qualifying 
competitions each year, and teams that win those matches are 
selected to advance to the regional (state) level competition. 
This past December, the ChatterBolts participated at two local 
qualifying competitions. One competition was in Marysville and 
the other was at University of Detroit Mercy in Detroit.  

During the University of Detroit Mercy competition, the 
ChatterBolts realized their dream of advancing to the super 
regional (nationals) competition level.  The students won first 
place in their qualifying matches at the state championship in 
Battle Creek. During that competition, the ChatterBolts moved 
up to the finals to compete against an equally competitive team, 
where Chatterton’s team took second place qualifying them for 
the super regionals. 

The super regional competition will take 
place March 29 – 31 in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
The team is back in the robotics lab, hard 
at work once again testing, revising and 
re-building their robot to be even more 
competitive! Many students on the team 
have dedicated more than 300 hours 
above and beyond the time they spend in 
school. However, the students' schoolwork 
remains a top priority. The students need to 
complete their homework before working 

on the robot. Most of the students on the team are also members 
of the Chatterton Junior Honor Society. 

Students Inducted into 
Junior Honor Society 

Congratulations to our student 
leaders who were recently 

inducted into the Junior Honor 
Society!

6th Graders
• Samia Ambia  
• Raisa Chowdhury 
• Jordan Coates
• Tiana Gentry 
• Tasnim Kashem 
• Danah Lee  
• Brittney Mayle  
• Angel Outhaipathouma 
• Ke’anna Perry 
• Amber Phillips  
• Da’nia Reese 
• Samantha Sutter 
• Asaroon Yasser 

7th Graders 
• Tasnur Ahmed 
• Majhabin Jannat 
• Matthew Yokel  

Upcoming Choir Performance 
Chatterton Middle School Choir Concert 
June 7 at 7 p.m.,  Chatterton Middle School  

Chatterton Highlights

Current Junior Honor Society  
Members for the 2016-17 
School Year  
• Husniyah Alam 
• Nabeeha Ali 
• Saima Ambia 
• Tazkira Amin 
• Aiden Bachi 
• Taspiya Begum 
• D’Avirex Carter 
• Peter Chase 
• Nhahreen Chowdhury 
• Brianna Daniels 
• Andrea Heaton 
• Akqib Hussain 
• Emily King 
• Samiha Rahman 
• Autumn Riley 
• Nor Saleh 
• Jeremy Shamer 
• Afsheen Sarder 
• David Yokel 
• Anika Zaman 
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Chatterton Highlights cont.

Record Number of Students   
Participate in Solo and Ensemble 

On Jan. 28, a record number of Chatterton seventh- and 
eighth-grade students participated in Michigan School 

Band and Orchestra Association’s (MSBOA) Solo and Ensemble 
Festival at Rochester High School. Chatterton had more students 
participate this year than previous years with a record number 
of soloists!  Each year, students who attend solo and ensemble 
are evaluated on their instrument either as a soloist or in a small 
group. Students are awarded a medal if they receive a first or 
second division rating. We are very proud of our seventh- and 
eighth-grade band students who participated this year!  You all 
worked extremely hard and represented Chatterton very well.  

Division I
D' Avirex Carter, solo, 7th  Grade  
Brianna Daniels, solo, 8th Grade  
Hunter Fishpaw, solo, 7th Grade  
Janelle Hartwick, solo, 8th Grade  
Pallas Jennings, solo, 8th Grade  
Aliza Lyons, duet, 8th Grade 
Thomus Maples, solo, 8th Grade  
Autumn Riley, solo, 8th Grade 
Autumn Riley, duet, 8th Grade  
Ma Donna Valencia, solo, 8th Grade  
David Yokel, solo, 8th Grade  
Matthew Yokel, solo, 7th Grade  

Division II 
Raine Buchanan, solo, 8th Grade  
James Henson, solo, 7th Grade  
Aliza Lyons, solo, 8th Grade  
Destiny Phillips, solo, 8th Grade 
Kathrine Rush, solo, 8th Grade  
Christopher Spang, solo, 7th Grade  
Katelin Sutter, solo, 8th Grade  
Eian Veal, solo, 7th Grade  

Division III 
Brianna Daniels, duet, 8th Grade 
Andrea Heaton, duet, 8th Grade 

On March 20, our eighth-grade band students will participate in 
an all-day band clinic with Michigan State University’s Associate 
Director of Bands John T. Madden. In conjunction with the clinic, 
the students will perform a concert at Fitzgerald High School 
at 7 p.m. featuring the music they worked on with Professor 
Madden.  For all the latest news and information please visit 
chattertonbands.weebly.com or like our Facebook page: 
Chatterton Middle School Bands.˝

CMS Solo & Ensemble winners
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National Honor Society    
Welcomes Class of 2017!
Congratulations to our student leaders who were recently 

inducted into the National Honor Society as well as those 
who were elected into new officer positions!

NHS Officers 2016-2017 
• President: Sadia Jiban
• Vice President: Kelli Kwiatkowski 
• Secretary: Rosemary Hermiz 
• Treasurer: My Tran 
• Advisor: Mr. Kenneth Krause 

Class of 2017 
• Mohammed P. Ahmed  
• Khalil Ali         
• Kennedy Brown-Jackson         
• Shereen Choudhury      
• Julia Ciccone     
• Kristen Dreyer  
• Brayan Galvan 

• Cierra Griffin    
• Amia Jackson 
• Kyle McKenney 
• Kolsuma Nessa 
• Brittany Patterson 
• Jacqueline Pritchett 
• Juanita Ridky 
• Rebecca Vue 

Class of 2018 
• Najmin Ahmed             
• Mikayla Hampton         
• Joseph Hartwick           
• Denise Lee        
• Forhadur Pabel             
• Afsana Rahman 
• Julianna Shellnut 
• Lucinda Sutliff 
• Santina Zeetow

High School Highlights
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High School Highlights cont.

Drama Students 
Present   
Fun Twist on 
Fairytale Classics 
Drama students at 

FHS will present this 
spring’s musical Messed 
Up Bedtime Stories Told 
by Our Dad. This hilarious 
spin on classic fairytales 
like The Princess and The 
Pea and Rumpelstiltskin, 
are guaranteed to give 
everyone in your family a 
good laugh! Our talented 
theatre students have 

been working hard to bring this fun production to life. We 
hope to see you there!

Top from left to right: Kenneth Krause (FPS marketing teacher), 
Jose Carlton (student), Mark Hackel (Macomb County Executive), 
Warren Evans (Wayne County Executive), Max Munsey (Head of 
Public Relations for the North American Auto Show); Bottom from 
left to right: Mike Duggan (Mayor of Detroit), L. Brooks Patterson 
(Oakland County Executive), Lucinda Sutliff (student) and Najmin 
Ahmed (student)

May 4, 5, & 6 at 7 p.m.
Fitzgerald High School 
Auditorium

On the northeast corner of  
9 Mile Rd. and Ryan Rd.

Tickets: $3 for students  
and $5 adults

Other Key Dates:
• Senior Citizens Prom:  

Wednesday, April 26  
from 4-5:30 p.m.                                                                       

• Dress Tech Week:  
April 24-28; Rehearsal 
time is 1:45 - 4:45 p.m.

High School students    
Go to Detroit Economic Club

On Jan. 17, three students participated 
in the Detroit Economic Club “Big Four” 

Luncheon, including Jose Carlton, Lucinda 
Sutliff and Najmin Ahmed. Despite the ice day, 
these students made their way to Cobo Hall to 
attend the event. Our students received praise 
in front of the entire Economic Club and the 
800+ members in attendance.

Upcoming Choir Performance 
Fitzgerald High School Choir Concert
 June 1 at 7 p.m., FHS Auditorium 
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Fitzgerald Public Schools teachers win 
$5,350 in grants for classroom projects  
Projects include a 3-D printer, fitness equipment, student 
leadership and diversity training 

Four Fitzgerald Public Schools teachers were recently 
awarded grants that will give students more hands-on and 

experiential learning opportunities. The teachers received a total 
of $5,350 in funding from the Extra Credit Union.

• Sharon Sylvester, a science and robotics/technology teacher 
at Chatterton Middle School, received a $2,000 grant to 
purchase a 3-D printer. The printer will be used schoolwide for 
several projects.  

• John Adamus, also a teacher at Chatterton, received $2,000 
to purchase CrossFit and weight training equipment such as 
battle ropes, barbells, weights, personal workout mats and 
mobility tools. The equipment supports instruction on healthy 
living and confidence. 

• Angela Gilchrist, a teacher at Fitzgerald High School, 
received $1,000 for foods at the multicultural talent show and 
transportation for the Fitzgerald Diversity Club to attend a field 
trip to learn about different cultures.  

• Sara Sonnenfeld, also a Fitzgerald High School teacher, 
received a $350 grant to support a team-building field trip 
for a teen leadership class. The grant will cover the substitute 
teacher and transportation costs.

“These grants help us continue our commitment to  
cultivating every aspect of the students in our district,” said 
Barbara VanSweden, Fitzgerald Public Schools superintendent. 
“We are committed to preparing kids for great jobs and 
healthy lifestyles in a diverse world. We want to thank Extra 
Credit Union for supporting our mission to provide kids with  
a quality education.”

Fitzgerald teachers landed just over half of the total $10,000 given 
by Extra Credit Union this school year. Grant recipients will be 
honored in June at the credit union’s annual awards luncheon.

Extra Credit Union Grant
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Employment Opportunities
Fitzgerald Public Schools is searching for qualified individuals to 
substitute in our district, including: 

• Substitute teachers 

• Substitute paraprofessionals 

• Substitute office support staff 

• Substitute custodians 

• Substitute bus drivers  

• And more!

For a complete list of open positions and to apply please visit fitz.
k12.mi.us/human-resources/employment-opportunities or contact 
the Human Resource Department at (586) 757-1751. 

Key Dates
• Spring Break: April 3-7  

• No School: April 14 

• School-Wide Half Day: May 26 

• No School: May 29 

• Family Movie Night: April 21 from 6:30-8:30 p.m.    
at the Fitzgerald High School Auditorium 

• Save the Date: Fitzgerald Foundation for Educational 
Advancement Fundraiser, Saturday, October 14.  

FPS is Mobile
Stay informed with text alerts! Text JOIN to 56360 to sign up for: 

• School closing alerts

• Parent notifications

• Sports/club updates

• Alumni association updates

• And other exciting news!

FPS is Social
Find Fitzgerald Public Schools on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram!

facebook.com/FitzgeraldPublicSchools

twitter.com/FitzSchoolsMI

instagram.com/FitzSchoolsMI

Board of Education Meetings for 2016-2017 
All meetings take place at 7 p.m. at the FHS Automotive and Pre-
Engineering Technology Institute located at 23200 Ryan Rd. The 
remaining meetings for the 2016-2017 school year are April 13, 
May 11, June 8 and June 22.  

Annual Education Reports Now Available 
The Fitzgerald Public Schools presented the 2015-2016 District 
and Building Annual Education Reports (AER) on March 13. The 
AER provides key information on the 2015-2016 educational 
progress for the Fitzgerald Public School District and our schools, 
including information required by federal and state laws. You can 
find the AER online at fitz.k12.mi.us and in the principal’s office of 
your child’s school.

School Contact Information
Have a question or need to report your child’s absence?  
Contact the main office of your child’s school.

Early Childhood: (586) 757-3343
Mound Park Elementary School: (586) 757‐7590
Westview Elementary School: (586) 757‐5520
Chatterton Middle School: (586) 757‐6650
Fitzgerald High School: (586) 757‐7070


